March 27, 2019

during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, March 27, 2019,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing ‘‘Our
blue economy, success and opportuni-
ties.”

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, March 27, 2019, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
“Chairman’s housing reform outline,
part I1.”

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday,
March 27, 2019, at 10 a m., to conduct a
hearing on the following nominations:
Robert A. Destro, of Virginia, to be As-
sistant Secretary for Democracy,
Human Rights, and Labor, Keith
Krach, of California, to be an Under
Secretary (Economic Growth, Energy,
and the Environment), to be United
States Alternate Governor of the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruction and De-
velopment, and to be United States Al-
ternate Governor of the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment, and United States Alternate
Governor of the Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank, and David Stilwell, of
Hawaii, to be an Assistant Secretary
(Bast Asian and Pacific Affairs), all of
the Department of State.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

The Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 27, 2019, at 10:30 a.m., to
conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Annual
oversight of the Smithsonian Institu-
tions.”

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, March 27, 2019, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a business meeting on
pending legislation.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPOWER

The Subcommittee on Seapower of
the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 27,
2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES

The Subcommittee on Strategic
Forces of the Committee on Armed
Services is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 27, 2019, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a hearing.
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON AVIATION, OPERATIONS,
SAFETY, AND SECURITY

The Subcommittee on Aviation, Op-
erations, Safety, and Security of the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, March 27, 2019, at 3 p.m., to
conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Oversight
of commercial aviation.”

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER

The Subcommittee on Water and
Power of the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, March 27, 2019, at 2.30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.

—————

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as
in executive session, I ask unanimous
consent that at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday,
March 28, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session and consideration of Exec-
utive Calendar No. 9; further, that
there be 15 minutes of debate equally
divided and that following the use or
yielding back of time, the Senate vote
on the nomination with no intervening
action or debate; that if confirmed, the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action, and the Senate re-
sume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 297

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk,
and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The lead-
er is correct.

The clerk will read the bill by title
for the first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 297) to extend the Federal rec-
ognition to the Little Shell Tribe of Chip-
pewa Indians of Montana, and for other pur-
poses.

Mr. McCONNELL. I now ask for a
second reading and, in order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to my own
request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will re-
ceive a second reading on the next leg-
islative day.

————

HIDDEN FIGURES CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD MEDAL ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 590 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The

S2061

A Dbill (S. 590) to award Congressional Gold
Medals to Katherine Johnson and Dr. Chris-
tine Darden, to posthumously award Con-
gressional Gold Medals to Dorothy Vaughan
and Mary Jackson, and to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to honor all of the women
who contributed to the success of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion during the Space Race.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 590) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 590

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Hidden Fig-
ures Congressional Gold Medal Act”.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) In 1935, the National Advisory Com-
mittee for Aeronautics (referred to in this
section as ‘“NACA’’) hired 5 women to serve
as the first ‘‘computer pool” at the Langley
Memorial Aeronautical Laboratory where
those women took on work making calcula-
tions that male engineers had made pre-
viously.

(2) During the 1940s, NACA began recruit-
ing African-American women to work as
computers and initially separated those
women from their White counterparts in a
group known as the ‘“West Area Computers’’
where the women were restricted to seg-
regated dining and bathroom facilities.

(3) Katherine Johnson was born on August
26, 1918, in White Sulphur Springs, West Vir-
ginia.

(4) In 1953, Katherine Johnson began her
career in aeronautics as a computer in the
segregated West Area Computing unit de-
scribed in paragraph (2).

(5) As a member of the Flight Research Di-
vision, Katherine Johnson analyzed data
from flight tests. After NACA was reformu-
lated into the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (referred to in this
section as ““NASA”’), Katherine Johnson—

(A) calculated the trajectory for Alan
Shepard’s Freedom 7 mission in 1961, which
was the first human spaceflight by an indi-
vidual from the United States;

(B) co-authored a report that provided the
equations for describing orbital spaceflight
with a specified landing point, which made
her the first woman to be recognized as an
author of a report from the Flight Research
Division;

(C) was asked to verify the calculations
when electronic computers at NASA were
used to calculate the orbit for John Glenn’s
Friendship 7 mission; and

(D) provided calculations for NASA
throughout her career, including for the
Apollo missions.

(6) Katherine Johnson retired from NASA
in 1986.

(7) Dr. Christine Darden was born on Sep-
tember 10, 1942, in Monroe, North Carolina.

(8) In 1962, Dr. Christine Darden graduated
from Hampton Institute with a B.S. in Math-
ematics and a teaching credential.

(9) Dr. Christine Darden attended Virginia
State University where she studied aerosol
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